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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 4714 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CH, MY 

SUB J : GOM-PRC RELATIONS 

REF: A) KL 3823 
B) KL A-56, 4/30/75 

1. GOM FONMIN OFFICIAL HANDLING CHINA AFFAIRS (ZAINAL ABIDIN BIN 
IBRAHIM) HAS PROVIDED INFORMATION ON SOME PRC EMBASSY ACTIVITIES 
WHICH HAVE DISTURBED THE GOM: (A) EMBASSY OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN 
VISITING SECONDARY AND COLLEGE-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS BOTH TO SPEAK 
TO STUDENTS AND FACULTY AND TO DISTRIBUTE VARIOUS WRITTEN 
MATERIALS; AND (B) MALAYSIAN CHINESE, WHOM THE GOM REGARDS AS 
"STATELESS", APPLYING FOR VISAS TO VISIT CHINA HAVE BEEN 
REQUIRED TO FILL OUT FORMS FOR PRC CITIZENS, AS DISTINCT FROM 
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2. PRC ATTITUDE TOWARD THE "STATELESS" CHINESE IN CONSISTENT 
WITH ITS POSITION, AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, DURING NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH THE GOM LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS, I.E. "IF THEY ARE NOT MALAYSIAN CITIZENS THEN 
THEY MUST BE CHINESE CITIZENS, THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A 
STATELESS PERSON." THE GOM, HOWEVER, HAS PREFERRED TO REGARD 
QUESTION OF "STATELESS" CHINESE AS UNRESOLVED, REQUIRING FURTHER 
NEGOTIATION. ZAINAL CONFIRMED ONCE AGAIN THAT THE GOM HAS 
BEEN UNABLE TO AGREE ON POSITION TO PRESENT TO THE PRC ON 

THIS ISSUE. WHILE THE FOREIGN MINISTRY WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
THIS POTENTIAL IRRITANT RESOLVED, DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONSIDERA- 
TIONS HAVE THUS FAR MADE COMPROMISE IMPOSSIBLE AS THE GOM IS 
UNPREPARED TO OFFER CITIZENSHIP TO THE APPROXIMATELY 250,000 
CLASSIFIED "STATELESS". 

3. ALSO, A DIPLOMATIC SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT, DURING THE PRC 
AMBASSADOR'S VISIT TO THE CHINESE ASSEMBLY HALL (PARA 2 REF A), 
AMBASSADOR WANG IN EFFECT INSTRUCTED THE ASSOCIATED CHINESE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN MOST EMPHATIC TERMS NOT TO DISTRIBUTE 
ANY MATERIALS EMANATING FROM THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON TAIWAN. 
REPORTEDLY THE GOM, WHILE NOT ACTUALLY CONCERNED OVER THE 
CONTENT OF THE MESSAGE, WAS TROUBLED THAT AMBASSADOR 

WANG WAS ISSUING ORDERS TO MALAYSIAN CITIZENS AND ORGANIZATIONS. 

4. COMMENT: MALAYSIA'S INTERNAL SITUATION IS SUCH 

THAT PRC EMBASSY ACTIVITIES INEVITABLY WILL BE VIEWED WITH 
CONSIDERABLE SUSPICION AND MISTRUST, HOWEVER, IT IS CLEAR 
THAT FOLLOWING AN INITAL PERIOD OF CIRCUMSPECTION IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ITS EMBASSY HERE, THE PRC HAS NOW 
ADOPTED A MUCH MORE AGRESSIVE "INFORMATION/PROPOGANDA" PROGRAM. 
THIS MAY BE IN REACTION TO THE ACTIVE BUT, IN OUR VIEW, LARGELY 
INEFFECTIVE SOVIET INFORMATION PROGRAM IN MALAYSIA. WHILE 
PRC ACTION WILL HAVE CONSIDERABLE IMPACT AMONG MALAYSIAN CHINESE, 
IN THE LONG RUN THEY MAY PROVE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE BECAUSE 
OF THEIR EFFECT ON THE MALAY DOMINATED GOVERNMENT. 
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